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'for absolutely no remuneration. But not only are the duties
,increased, the privileges are also curtailed. Formerly the
Board of Guardians was bound to provide at the expense of
,the rates a locum tenens, so long as a man was incapacitated
,from duty from sickness or other cause. Now a man, if sick,
can only draw full salary for six months, and half salary for a
further six months; if not better then, he may be dismissed
without a halfpenny of compensation or pension, or may be
allowed to hold the appointment for six more months without
salary, and at the end of that period he must resign, even
ehould the cause of his incapacitybe an accident or illness
-contracted in the course of his d spensary duties. As a set
off against this curtailment the Local Government Board
granted a month's holiday annually, foun-I they could not
legally do so, and withdrew their rule although they could
without the slightest difficulty have got it legalized in the
Act amending the Local Government Act passed last autumn.
Elave they also acted illegally in curtailing sick leave and in
imposing extra duties without extra remuneration? This is
a point which should be tested.
Formerly the unlimited sick leave was as good as a pension

to many a man worn out and broken in both health and spirit
in the Poor-law service. Now the Poor-law medical officer
broken down by hardship and infirmity must, if too poor to
relinquish his miserably inadequate salary, drag out a miser-
able existence trying to do work which none but a strongman
ean do.
A small point (and there are many such), but sufficient to

ehow " how the wind blows "-until lately the Local Govern-
ment Board held, in spite of opposition on the part of
aumerous Boards of Guardians, that a man subpoenaed to
attend any lawsuit as an expert witness was incapacitated
from duty, and must have a locum tenens supplied for him by
the Board of Guardians. Now they hold that while this is so
as regarding a Crown case, it is not so as regarding a private
case. Next year they will decide against him in Crown cases
also if sufficient pressure is applied by the Boards of
Guardians.
Again (and this seems to have escaped the notice of not

-onlv the Irish Poor-law doctors, but also that of our medical
M.P.'s), whereas a moiety of the dispensary doctor's salary is
-paid by the Treasury and a moiety by the rates, by the recent
Act amending the Local Government Act any increase of
tsalary which may be given in the future will come entirely
from the rates. I need not say that increases in the future
will be even rarer than they have been in the past,
especially as rates have risen everywhere since the pass-
ang of the Local Government Act, owing to extravagance
and mismanagement on the part of the new Boards of
Guardians and in spite of the relief afforded by the Agricul-
tural Grant.
Amid this extravagant and lavish expenditure the Poor-

lawmedical offloer receives the miserableremuneration of about
eixpence a head per annum of the population who are eligible
{or Poor-law medical relief, and for this he is on duty night
and day and seven days a week. And yet the Local Govern-
ment Board expect a highly efficient medical service and
visit any apparent slight lapse from duty on the part of the
medical officer with extreme severity.-I am, etc.,
February zoth. POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICER.

NICKEL CARBONYL POISONING.
S¶R,-My attention has been drawn to a note on nickel

carbonyl poisoning in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
January 24th. As some time will elapse before any further
publication upon this subject, it will probably interest your
readers to know that in the case of the. last patient the rapid
breathing observed during life was considered to be
dependent upon lesion of the central nervous system. As a
result of this diagnosis, at Dr. Plimmer's and my suggestion,
the brain was sent to Dr. Mott, who examined it microscopic-
ally, and found capillary haemorrhages throughout the brain,
chromolytic changes in the nerve cells of the medulla and
pons (especially of the cardio-respiratory centres), great
excess of polymorphonuclear leucocytes in the blood con-
tained in the capillaries of .the medulla, and degenerative
changes of their endothelial cells.

It is needless to say that these results obtained by Dr. Mott
are of the greatest importance, and their discovery exactly
explains the symptoms exhibited by the patient.-I
am, etc.,
Ki(g's College, London, Feb. r7th. F. W. TUNxICLIFFE.

AMERICAN ADVERTISING PAMPHLETS.
SIR,-Like all other practitioners, I almost daily receive

selections of American pamphlets many of which are so
unprofessional in every sense of the term, that I am surprised
to find them coming with persistent frequency. If every one
would simply tear them up and find a place for them in the
waste-paper basket, as I do, we would see and hear less of
these quack nostrums. Some people-rather many men-
must use the drugs referred to or it would never pay our
American cousins to mail us so very frequently the rubbish
which they do. The remedy is in our own hands, and the
more we apply it the less will we be troubled with this style
of advertising.-I am, etc.,
February ith. WM. SEMPLE YOUING, M.D.

TENURE OF OFFICE OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF
HEALTH.

SIR,-I have noticed with much pleasure in the SUPPLEMENT
to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 7th that Sir
Francis Powell is once more intending to introduce the
Public Health Amendment Bill.
Considering what an important measure this is, advan-

tageous both for medical officers of health and the public
generally, I write to ask if something cannot be done to help
its passing into law.

It is well known that the present insecurity of tenure is the
cause of want of progression in many sanitary districts,medical officers being given to understand that nothing is to
be done, and that if this hint is disobeyed, retribution will
follow when the annual reappointment comes round.
Considering that London medical officers of health possess

security of tenure, it seems anomalous that their brethren in
the provinces should not.

If the Government would help the Bill as they did the
Midwives Act last year its passing would be ensured, and I
beg to suggest that a petition signed by every provincial
medical officer of health- in the country be sent to the
President of the Local Government Board asking him to
support Sir Francis Powell's Bill. If there is not time for
this, perhaps some other suggestions may be made by
members, but I am strongly of opinion that we should not
remain passive.-I am, etc.,
February 14th. A PROVINCIAL M.O.H.

THE REPRESENTATION OF DUBLIN UNIVERSITY.
SIR,-I do not consider it right that a professional journal

like the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL should be used for
electioneering purposes, and I should not ask you now to letme encroach upon your valuable space were it not that state-
ments have already appeared in your columns calculated to
raise a false impression among the medical graduates of the
University of Dublin as regards the attitude of Mr. Campbell,K.C., towards the medical profession.
The friends (gentlemen arid ladies) of his competitors evi-

dently coneider that "everything is fair" in contesting a
parliamentary election; and having succeeded in ousting from
the competition. or helping to do so, one of the ablest candi-
dates that the University could have put forward, they are
now seeking to prejudice the minds of the medical graduates
against the Government candidate, Mr. Campbell, who many
of us believe to be by far the better represeetative of the two
now in the field, and whose influence in the House of
Commons would be of the greatest benefit to our University.It has been stated in your JOURNAL that -because Mr.
Campbell is "Solicitor.General for Ireland," he would be"muzzled," and unable to act independently. A careful
perusal of his addresses, and of the recent correspondence
which has passed between Sir Edwrard Carson and Mr.
Samuels, will fully disprove that allegation. At any rate
this talk about " muzzling" is little better than nonsense.
We all know what aspiring lawyers hope for when they enter
Parliament; and I take it that the prospect of a seat on the
Judicial Bench would be a very effectua;l "muzzle"-even for
Mr. Campbell's competitor-if the Government wished to use
it!
Many graduates deplore the fact that a representative dis-

tinguished in science or letters- has not come forward to
replace Mr. Lecky-but as it is, those who know Mr. Camp-
bell are perfectly aware of the fact that he has always sym-pathized with and worked materially in the interests of
medicine-ahd not merely by promises! If he be returned to
Parliament, the medical graduates may be assured that they
will have an influential representatiVe in the House who will


